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A  QUANTITATIVE  COMPARISON   OF  THE   NATIONALITY 
PREFERENCES    OF  TWO   GROUPS 

S.  N.  F.  Chant  and  S.  S.  Freedman 

One  of  the  most  significant  contributions  to  psychological  methodology  is 
Thurstone's  application  of  the  psychophysical  methods  to  the  measurement  of 
attitudes.  In  a  series  of  publications,  Thurstone  has  discussed  thoroughly 
the  theory  and  technique  of  these  methods  and  evidence  of  their  usefulness  is 
gradually  accumulating.  This  study  is  presented  as  one  more  indication 
of  the  validity  of  his  procedure  for  the  measurement  of  attitudes. 

In  his  article  entitled  "An  Experimental  Study  of  Nationality  Preferences" 
(5),  Thurstone  undertakes  to  test  the  applicability  of  the  "law  of  compara- 
tive judgment"  to  judgments  of  preference  for  nationalities.  In  order  to  do 
so  he  calculates  how  accurately  the  formula  which  he  employs  for  measuring 
nationality  preference,  namely,  S1—S2  =  X12\/2,  fits  the  experimentally 
obtained  data.  The  average  discrepancy  he  obtains  between  the  calculated 
and  the  experimental  values  is  approximately  3%  which  indicates  a  very 
satisfactory  goodness  of  fit. 

In  the  study  mentioned  Thurstone  does  not  undertake  to  determine  how 
sensitive  this  method  of  measurement  is  for  evaluating  the  differences  oi 
nationality  preference  that  will  pertain  between  different  national  groups. 
It  is  the  purpose  of  this  study  to  test  the  method  in  this  regard. 

Thurstone's  study  was  based  upon  the  judgments  of  239  undergraduates 
at  the  University  of  Chicago.  Our  study  deals  with  the  judgments  of  200 
undergraduates  at  the  University  of  Toronto.  The  procedure  is  the  same  in 
both  investigations  except  for  the  introduction  of  "Canadian"  as  an  addi- 
tional nationality  in  the  Toronto  list.  This  was  done  in  order  to  obtain 
a  reference  point  for  our  scale,  commensurate  to  "American,"  which  Thur- 
stone employs  as  a  reference  point  for  his  scale. 

Table  1  gives  a  comparison  of  the  two  groups  of  subjects. 
The  most  marked  differences  between  the  two  groups  are,  first,  the  high 
percentage  of  students  of  American  birth  and  parentage  in  the  Chicago 
group  as  compared  with  the  Toronto  group.  The  Chicago  group  shows 
94.1%  of  the  subjects,  62.8%  of  the  fathers,  and  68.2%  of  the  mothers  to  be 
American-born.  The  figures  for  the  Toronto  group  are,  respectively,  6.1% 
of  the  subjects,  3.5%  of  the  fathers,  and  6.1%  of  the  mothers  American- 
born.  The  other  pronounced  difference  is  the  higher  percentage  of  stu- 
dents of  British  birth  and  parentage  in  the  Toronto  group  as  compared  with 
the  Chicago  group.  The  Toronto  group  shows  90.5%  of  the  subjects,  86.7% 
of  the  fathers,  and  82.8%  of  the  mothers  British-born,  whereas  the  figures  for 
the  Chicago  group  are  7.9%  of  the  subjects,  10.5%  of  the  fathers,  and  6.7% 
of  the  mothers  British-born.     It  is  to  be  expected  that  such  a  disparity  will 
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TABLE  1 

Comparison  01  tb*  Experimental  groups 


Country  of 

Chicago 

To 

ronto 

birth 

subject  Father 

Mother 

Subject 

Father 

Mother 

United  States 

.941 

.62S 

.682 

.061 

.03  5 

.061 

Canaiia 

.071 

.046 

.038 

.859 

.701 

.722 

England 

.008 

.042 

,008 

.036 

.121 

.076 

Germany 



.059 

.063 





.010 

Ireland 



.017 

.021 



.020 

.010 

Russia 

.021 

.100 

.075 

.010 

.066 

.066 

Scotland 







.010 

.025 

.020 

Religion  of 

Subjects 

Chicago 

Toronto 

Jewish 

.151 

Jewish 

.091 

Protestant 

.636 

Protestant 

.859 

Catholic 

.100 

Catholic 

.030 

None 

.113 

None 

.020 

influence  the  nationality  preferences  of  the  groups.  Our  particular  problem 
is  to  determine  how  successfully  this  influence  will  be  indicated  by  the 
measurements  obtained   by  employing  Thurstone's  method. 

Table  2  gives  a  comparison  of  the  scale  values  of  the  different  nationalities 

TABLE  2 

COMPARISON  OF  THE   SCALE   VALUES  OBTAINED  FROM  THE  EXPERIMENTAL  GROUPS 


Nationality 

Chicago 

Toronto 

Difference 

Canadian 

not  included 

0.0000 

American 

0.0000 

—1.5570 

—1.5570 

Englishman 

—  1.3413 

—1.1013 

+ 

.2400 

Scotchman 

—2.0962 

—1.7868 

+ 

.3094 

Irishman 

—2.1812 

—1.9095 

+ 

.2717 

Frenchman 

—2.4651 

—2.5046 

— 

.0395 

German 

—2.5570 

—2.9225 

— 

.3655 

Swede 

—2.9079 

—3.3722 

— 

.4643 

South  American 

—3.6415 

— 1.0500 

— 

.4085 

Italian 

—3.6684 

—3.7851 

— 

.1167 

Spaniard 

—3.7926 

—3.8283 

— 

.0357 

Jew 

—3.9207 

— 1.0016 

— 

.0809 

Russian 

— 1.1010 

—3.9021 

+ 

.1998 

Pole 

— 1.4185 

— 1.1235 

+ 

.2950 

Greek 

— 1.6232 

— 1.1410 

+ 

.4822 

Armenian 

— k6824 

— 1.2425 

+ 

.4399 

Japanese 

— 1.9396 

— 1.0853 

+ 

.8561 

Mexican 

—5.1018 

— 1.2776 

+ 

Chinaman 

—5.3055 

—4.6005 

+ 

.7050 

Hindu 

—5.3529 

— 1.5746 

+ 

.7783 

Turk 

—5.8207 

—5.2240 

+ 

.5967 

jro 

—5.8686 

—5.0888 

+ 

.7798 
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for  the  two  groups.  At  the  right  is  shown  the  size  of  the  difference,  a  plus 
sign  indicating  that  the  particular  nationality  is  rated  higher  on  the  Toronto 
scale  than  on  the  Chicago  scale,  a  minus  sign  indicating  the  opposite  situa- 

The  effect  of  the  high  percentage  of  students  of  American  birth  and 
parentage  in  the  Chicago  group  is  clearly  indicated  by  "American"  being 
1.5570  points  higher  on  the  Chicago  than  on  the  Toronto  scale.  One  might 
expect  the  difference  to  be  even  greater  were  it  not  for  the  broad  similarity 
between  the  American  and  Canadian  people,  which  results  in  "American" 
receiving  a  relatively  high  value  on  the  Toronto  scale. 

The  effect  of  the  predominance  of  students  of  British  birth  and  parentage 
is  shown  by  the  British  nationalities,  Englishman,  Scotchman,  and  Irish- 
man, being  on  the  average  .2740  points  higher  on  the  Toronto  than  on  the 
Chicago  scale.  The  corollary  of  this  is  the  consistently  lower  values  on  the 
Toronto  scale  for  the  next  group  of  nationalities,  namely,  Frenchman,  Ger- 
man, Swede,  South  American,  Italian,  and  Spaniard.  These  values  are  low- 
er because  the  British  nationalities  are  preferred  to  them  more  frequently 
by  the  Toronto  group  than  by  the  Chicago  group.  The  lower  value  for 
"Jew"  on  the  Toronto  scale  probably  results  from  the  smaller  percentage  of 
Jewish  students  in  the  Toronto  group. 

The  consistently  higher  values  for  the  remaining  nationalities  are  the  re- 
sult of  the  Toronto  scale  extending  over  a  narrower  range  of  values  than 
the  Chicago  scale.  This  is  indicated  by  the  Chicago  scale  extending  .7798 
points  beyond  the  limit  of  the  Toronto  scale  and  by  the  mean  deviation  for 
the  Chicago  scale  being  1.23  as  against  1.09  for  the  Toronto  scale. 

In  this  regard  Thurstone  suggests  that:  "Any  measure  of  scatter  of  the 
scale  values  for  the  whole  list  can  be  used  as  a  quantitative  index  of  the 
tolerance  of  the  group.  When  the  scatter  is  wide  the  tolerance  is  low. 
When  the  scatter  is  small  the  group  is  correspondingly  more  tolerant." 

This  is  indicated  also  by  "Canadian"  being  chosen  as  the  preferred  na- 
tionality 97.7%  of  the  times  it  is  compared  with  another  nationality  by 
the  Toronto  group  and  "American"  being  chosen  as  the  preferred  national- 
ity 98.1%  of  the  times  by  the  Chicago  group. 

There  are  three  considerations  which  tend  to  support  Thurstone's  con- 
tention that  this  is  an  indication  of  greater  tolerance  in  the  Toronto  group: 

1.  Canada,  in  addition  to  being  a  nation,  is  also  a  member  of  a  broad 
commonwealth  of  nations.  This  would  tend  to  reduce  intense  nationalism  as 
such. 

2.  There  is  a  smaller  percentage  of  subjects  of  Canadian  birth,  name- 
ly, 85.9%,  in  the  Toronto  group  than  the  percentage  of  subjects  of  American 
birth,  namely,  94.1%,  in  the  Chicago  group.  This  would  tend  to  increase 
the  tolerance  of  the  Toronto  group. 

3.  The  decided  preference  which  the  Toronto  subjects  show   for  British 
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nationalities  may  tend  to  produce  less  marked  preferences  between  the  re- 
maining nationalities.  As  a  result  less  distinction  would  be  made  among 
these  nationalities  with  a  resulting  decrease  in  spread  for  this  section  of  the 
scale. 

In  Figure  1  the  scale  values  for  the  two  groups  are  represented  graphical- 
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FIGURE   1 
Scale  of   Nationality   Preferences 


120  SHORT  ARTICLES  AND  NOTES 

ly.    A  comparison  of  the  scale  positions  of  the  different  nationalities  for  the 
two  groups  brings  out  some  points  of  interest. 

The  higher  relative  position  of  Japanese  on  the  Toronto  scale  is  probably 
a  true  indication  of  a  difference  of  attitude  in  the  two  groups  towards  the 
Japanese.  Whereas  Japan  has  been  mentioned  from  time  to  time  as  con- 
stituting a  military  menace  to  the  United  States,  she  has  been  referred  to  as 
an  ally  of  Great  Britain  about  as  frequently. 

The  higher  relative  position  of  Negro  on  the  Toronto  scale  can  be  accepted 
as  indicating  a  difference  of  attitude  towards  Negroes  which  is  readily  ap« 
parent  to  anyone  familiar  with  the  two  cities. 

The  higher  relative  position  of  South  American  on  the  Chicago  scale  may 
result  from  Canadian  students  having  less  contact  with  South  Americans 
than  American  students.  Also  Canada,  being  a  member  of  the  British  Em- 
pire, does  not  exhibit  as  much  interest  in  Pan-Americanism  as  is  seen  in  the 
United  States. 

The  evidence  therefore  indicates  clearly  that  the  method  is  sensitive  to 
differences  in  nationality  preferences  which   actually  exist. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  is  a  marked  similarity  between  the  Canadian 
and  American  people,  historically,  culturally,  and  economically,  which  is 
bound  to  reflect  itself  in  the  attitudes  of  the  two  groups  under  consideration. 
As  Thurstone  maintains,  this  should  produce  a  high  degree  of  correlation 
between  the  two  scales.  This  contention  is  supported  in  that  the  coefficient 
of  correlation  between  the  two  scales  is   +.98. 
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